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Introduction - Our Goals

❖ Welcome!

❖ Familiarize you with overall GAC Operations and Meeting Logistics 

(tour of GAC website resource highlights)

❖ Provide a brief overview of the ICANN77 GAC Public Meeting (what to 

expect)

❖ GAC Communiqué Process Overview (time permitting)

❖ Answer your questions

RH
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 About the GAC - History and Committee Role (RH)

Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC)

●  Established in 1999

●  The voice of Governments and Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs) in 

ICANN’s multi-stakeholder structure

●  Key Roles of the Committee:

○  Provide advice to the ICANN Board per ICANN Board request or on its own 

initiative

○  Provide input and advice on issues of public policy, especially where there 

may be interaction between ICANN’s activities or policies and national laws or 

international agreements

● Input from government perspective on ICANN operational matters

RH

https://gac.icann.org/about/index
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GAC Membership: Structure and Evolution (RH)

Members

Observers

Source: Attendance data as reported in GAC Communiqués

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 20212011 2022 2023

1st New gTLD 
DelegatedNew gTLDs 

Application
Window

IANA TransitionBeijing Communiqué 38

182

RH
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 GAC Participation Dynamics - “Virtual Time” Statistics
Term Delegations New Participants Participant Departures

ICANN 66-67 31 23 31

ICANN 67-68 10 7 10

ICANN 68-69 13 15 18

ICANN 69-70 34 35 33

ICANN 70-71 15 13 9

ICANN 71-72 25 32 20

ICANN 72-73 21 21 18

ICANN 73-74 27 21 31

ICANN 74-75 21 17 18

ICANN 75-76 42 28 41

ICANN 76-77 25 32 25

RH
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 GAC Participation Dynamics - “Virtual Time” Statistics

RH

● Participant Demographics  - Delegates ever-changing

○ 244 new participants since ICANN66 (3.5 years)

○ 77 new participants since ICANN74 (1 year)

○ 37 new participants just since ICANN76



GAC Working Methods 

● GAC Operating Principles 

RH
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 GAC Working Methods (RH)

Operating Principles

● The GAC manages its own set of Operating Principles (51) - 

https://gac.icann.org/operating-principles/operating-principles-june-2017

● Current version of GAC Operating Principles date back to June 2017

Amendments made in 2015 to allow for 5 Vice-Chairs and to allow for 

electronic voting

● GAC Operating Principles tend to be general in nature (flexibility)

● Overall GAC Operating Principles are currently under review by a 

committee working group (GOPE WG)

● Implications for GAC Due to Recent ICANN Reviews

Work Stream 2 Accountability 

https://gac.icann.org/operating-principles/operating-principles-june-2017
https://gac.icann.org/operating-principles/operating-principles-june-2017
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 GAC Information Sharing (RH)

Written Documents
● Tracking documents enable “quick looks” at topics/issues/progress (e.g., A/D Radar)

● Collaboration Documents (Google)

● Individual Session and Issue briefings created by GAC Support SMEs

● ICANN org-produced documents

● Document Links - Standard sharing mechanism in committee emails

● Primary Email Channel (gac@icann.org) for Info Sharing

Oral Briefings
● GAC Briefings/Webinars

● ICANN org Briefings/Webinars to GAC

● General ICANN org briefs and webinars

GAC Website
● Central Repository for GAC Documentation

ICANN Terminology
● ICANN org “Glossary” and “Acronyms and Terms” pages
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 GAC Action/Decision Radar (RH)

● The GAC Action/Decision Radar aims to provide an exhaustive picture of all 

foreseeable and envisioned GAC outputs with an estimate of timing, indications 

of dependencies, the anticipated level of effort and key reference 

documentation.

● It was developed during the COVID-19 pandemic by the GAC Support Team in 

collaboration with the GAC Leadership and in consultation with several GAC 

Members

● It is available in two formats:

○ a live version at http://go.icann.org/gac-adr (which GAC Support Staff 

updates continuously as events warrant)

○ a PDF snapshot, circulated on regular basis and memorialized on this page 

- https://gac.icann.org/activity/gac-action-decision-radar.

http://go.icann.org/gac-adr
https://gac.icann.org/activity/gac-action-decision-radar
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 GAC Action/Decision Radar



Leveraging GAC Web Site Resources

GT
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 GAC Website Tour - Home Page (GT)
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 GAC Website Tour - Home Page (GT)
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 GAC Website Tour - Home Page (GT)
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 GAC Website Tour - ICANN Meetings (GT)
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 GAC Website Tour - ICANN Meetings (GT)
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 GAC Website Tour - ICANN Meetings (GT)
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 GAC Website Tour - ICANN Meetings (GT)
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 ICANN Meetings Website (GT) 
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 GAC Website Tour - Activity Space (GT)
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 GAC Website Tour - Public Comments (GT)
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 GAC Website Tour - Working Groups (GT)
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 GAC Website Tour - Communique (GT)
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 GAC Website Tour - Meeting Minutes (GT)
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 GAC Website Tour - Correspondence (GT)



GAC Meeting at ICANN77

JC
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Expectations for GAC Public Meetings Generally

● The GAC meets publicly three times a year in conjunction with  

ICANN meetings

● Traditionally, the GAC conducted most of its business at  

face-to-face meetings

● Members and Observers discuss and agree on potential meeting 

topics by email and on agenda setting calls

● Agenda & Topical Briefings are circulated and posted online in  

advance of the meeting
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Expectations for GAC Public Meetings Generally (2)

● All GAC meetings are open/public

● Major reliance on Zoom Room capabilities

● Real-time interpretation in 6 UN languages + Portuguese - Real-time  captioning 

(identify yourself; clear and moderate speaking speed)

● Remote participation - Recording of the meetings

● The GAC produces a Communiqué at the end of each meeting

● The Communiqué, meeting minutes, transcription and recording of all open 

meeting sessions are posted online shortly after the meeting

● In Room Logistics:

○ GAC Seating Area (e.g., delegation size, locations)

○ Hands in Zoom Room (enforced since Hybrid format)
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ICANN77 Block Schedule

ICANN77 GAC AGENDA
https://gac.icann.org/agendas/icann77-hybrid-meeting-agenda 

https://gac.icann.org/agendas/icann77-hybrid-meeting-agenda
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ICANN77 Preview

ICANN77 Meeting / Day 0

● Capacity Development Workshop (3 Sessions - Sunday 11 June)

○ Initiative introduced at ICANN76 by USRWG and USG (planning team) on 
future capacity development at ICANN77 on DNS abuse issues and 
referenced in the Cancun Communiqué under DNS Abuse as part of Issues 
of Importance to the GAC 

● Webinar 1 (build capacity and clarify roles of stakeholders)
● Webinar 2 (clarify the process and GAC’s role)

● Workshop (reinforce issues/ recap from webinars)

● DNS Abuse session 
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ICANN77 Preview 

ICANN77 Meeting 

● 15 plenary sessions (Monday-Thursday) (all open to public)
○ Calendar invitations for each GAC session (from Gülten Tepe)
○ Registration deadline for onsite attendees by 7 June

■ https://meetings.icann.org/en/icann77 

● Other Preparatory webinar(s):
○ GAC welcome webinar for first timers - 2 June at 13:00 UTC

● Written briefings 

https://meetings.icann.org/en/icann77
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ICANN77 Prep Week  

To participate in any of 
the sessions, please 
register for ICANN77.

After registering, you 
will receive an email 
confirmation with 
additional event 
details.

ICANN77 Prep Week 
Schedule:
https://meetings.icann.
org/en/icann77 

https://events.icann.org/icann77/dnuregistration/Site/Register
https://meetings.icann.org/en/icann77
https://meetings.icann.org/en/icann77
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GAC ICANN77 Key Topics 

❖ New gTLDs Next Round (formerly SubPro)

❖ DNS Abuse Mitigation

❖ WHOIS and Data Protection Policy (incl. Accuracy) 

❖ Emerging Technologies

❖ Joint meetings with the ICANN Board and GNSO

❖ Session objectives: 
https://gac.icann.org/agendas/icann77-hybrid-meeting-agenda 

https://gac.icann.org/agendas/icann77-hybrid-meeting-agenda


GAC Communique at ICANN Meetings

RH
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GAC Communique Background and Overview

● GAC Communiqué is a traditional/regular public meeting product of the committee - 

identified as a “report” in the GAC Operating Principles and produced after every ICANN 

Public Meeting

● Has evolved to serve as the primary GAC “advice” channel to the ICANN Board

● Also used by the committee as a means to identify and share views on “issues of 

importance” from governments to ICANN Board and rest of the community

● By ICANN70, new procedural elements to Communiqué Preparation and Approval were 

added and have since been refined.
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GAC Advice Development Process
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GAC Communique Preparation for ICANN77
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GAC Communique Drafting for ICANN77
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Thank you!
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