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Session Objective

The GAC and Generic Names Supporting Organization (GNSO) meet at ICANN Meetings to discuss

policy matters of interest to both parties.

The agenda for the session is scheduled to focus on an exchange on the following topics:

1. New gTLD Program Next Round

a. GAC/GNSO facilitated dialogue on Closed Generics (status update)

b. GNSO Small Team Update on Open Issues (PICs/RVCs, Appeals, Applicant Support)

c. Diacritics in Latin Script (e.g. accent, umlaut, tilde)

2. IGO Implementation (Curative Rights)

a. Moratorium on IGO acronyms - Status of Board discussions with the GAC

b. Implementation of Curative Rights

3. DNS Abuse Mitigation

a. Status of voting by Contracted Parties on contractual amendments.

b. Future policy work

4. WHOIS/Data Protection

a. Access to non-public information, including “Urgent Requests”

b. Accuracy issue/DPA status

5. Transparency in GNSO participation (Statement of Interest discussion)

6. Any other business

a. Auction Proceeds/Bylaws discussion

b. GNSO Council changes in leadership and members
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Talking Points & Questions

At the time of this briefing, GAC members are in the process of drafting talking points and

questions for the GAC and GNSO Council bilateral. Talking points and questions will be circulated

on the GAC mailing list upon completion and an updated briefing will be posted.

Further Information

Further information about the GNSO and its policy development process is available at

http://gnso.icann.org/en/about. GNSO web site – https://gnso.icann.org/en

Background

With the pace of GAC participation in ICANN policy development activities changing in recent

years, it has been observed that information sharing with various parts of the ICANN

community is more valuable than ever to help GAC members understand the context of

various DNS issues. At recent public meetings, the GAC has interacted with various

community groups from the gTLD space including business, intellectual property and

non-commercial interests. This meeting with the GNSO Council will continue that strategic

communications approach.

The Generic Names Supporting Organization (GNSO) is a body within the ICANN community

responsible for developing and recommending to the ICANN Board substantive policies

relating to generic top-level domains. The GNSO is the largest Supporting Organization within

the ICANN framework.

The GAC normally meets with the Chair and other members of the GNSO Council at each

ICANN public meeting to discuss issues of common concern and identify methods for better

cooperation. The current Chair of the GNSO Council is Sebastien Ducos. Vice Chairs are Greg

DiBiase and John McElwaine. The GNSO Liaison to the GAC is Jeff Neuman. The GAC’s

point-of-contact to the GNSO is Jorge Cancio (Switzerland).

The GNSO is a “federation” of different stakeholder groups. It is made up of two “Houses” -

one “house” for parties contracted to ICANN (Registries and Registrars) and a second “house”

for other non-contracted parties – commercial and non-commercial interests.

The GNSO Council and the GNSO stakeholder groups have different roles within the GNSO.

The Council undertakes the role of manager of the policy development process. The Council

is populated by representative members of the various GNSO stakeholder groups and

constituencies. Comparatively, the stakeholder groups themselves (including the Registry

Stakeholder Group (RySG) and the Registrar Stakeholder Group (RrSG)) are focused on

operational considerations, sharing information and helping their members understand the
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overall GNSO activities and responsibilities. Various stakeholder groups participate directly in

policy development working groups.

Prior to ICANN Public Meetings, the leadership teams of both the GNSO Council and the GAC

meet via teleconference to identify the most pressing issues that merit further face-to-face

discussions at the upcoming meeting.
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