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Purpose and Background 

The Country Code Names Supporting Organisation (ccNSO) is a body within the 
ICANN structure created for and by ccTLD managers.  
 
The ccNSO provides a platform to nurture consensus, technical cooperation and skill 
building among ccTLDs and facilitates the development of voluntary best practices 
for ccTLD managers. 
 
The policy development process is managed by the ccNSO Council, which consists 
of 18 Councillors (15 elected by ccNSO members, three appointed by the ICANN 
Nominating Committee). 
 
The GAC and ccNSO have been meeting at ICANN Meetings recurrently in order to 
coordinate and discuss on public policy issues of common interest. 
Recently, the GAC has appointed a point of contact to the ccNSO, Pär Brumark 
(Niue) and the ccNSO has appointed a liaison to the GAC, Peter Vergote.  
 
The role of both the point of contact and the ccNSO liaison to the GAC, is to 
facilitate policy and other internal community discussions among the groups, as well 
as meeting agenda preparations for ICANN Meetings. 
 
 
Agenda 

The agenda for the GAC/ccNSO joint meeting is as follows: 

- Retirement of ccTLDs (Principles & Guidelines for the Delegation & 
Administration of Country Code Top Level Domains) report to the GAC (see 
recent developments below) 

- Presentation to GAC members on DNS over HTTPS (DoH) 
- Discussion on moving GAC/ccNSO slot to Sunday pre ICANN opening 
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https://ccnso.icann.org/en/about/council.htm


 

Relevant Developments and Previous Meetings 

The GAC and ccNSO have been meeting regularly during ICANN Meetings and 
managed to share experiences and questions on topics that pertain to both 
communities interests. 

 ccNSO PDP Retirement WG 

 About the work of the ccNSO PDP Retirement WG 

The ccNSO Council has initiated its third ccNSO Policy Development Process, 
consisting of two parts, the first one being the retirement of country code Top-Level 
Domains (ccTLDs). The second part - which will start as soon as the Retirement WG 
has finalized its work - is to develop and recommend the review mechanisms for 
decisions relating to the delegation, transfer, revocation, and retirement of ccTLDs.  

The goal of the working group (WG) is to report on and recommend a policy for the 
retirement of the delegated Top-Level Domains associated with the country codes 
assigned to countries and territories listed in the ISO 3166-1 within the framework of 
the ccNSO Policy Development Process.   

 What has been completed to date? 

•  The group made an analysis of the different retirement cases to date. They are 
caused by a significant name change of the country, or a dissolution of the country 
or territory. Although this does not happen very often, it does occur, for instance 
when the formal arrangements with respect to a geographical area change, such as 
for .AN (the Netherlands Antilles), which was removed from the ISO3166-1 list of 
assigned codes, following the change in the Statute of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands.   

•  The group prepared a glossary of the relevant terminology, with terms used in the 
context of retirement of ccTLDs, but also in the context of removal of country codes 
from the ISO 3166-1 list.  

•  The WG members reached consensus on the basic duration of the process, 
starting with the removal of the ISO3166-1 code element, leading into the removal of 
the ccTLD from the DNS rootzone.  The group will propose 5 years as basis duration, 
with the possibility to extend up to 5 additional years, as long as there is an 
agreement between the ccTLD manager and the IANA functions operator.  

 What is currently under discussion? 

● The text for the basis recommendation   
● How to deal with the removal of ccTLDs with code elements on the 

exceptionally reserved list under ISO3166-1 and IDN ccTLDs  
● Oversight process/decision making 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https://ccnso.icann.org/sites/default/files/filefield_36293/pdp-15jan13-en.pdf
https://ccnso.icann.org/sites/default/files/filefield_36293/pdp-15jan13-en.pdf
https://community.icann.org/display/ccnsowkspc/Glossary
https://community.icann.org/display/ccnsowkspc/Glossary
https://community.icann.org/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=64081623&preview=/64081623/102146324/ccpdp-ret.policy.2019-01-28.v1.6.pdf
https://community.icann.org/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=64081623&preview=/64081623/102146324/ccpdp-ret.policy.2019-01-28.v1.6.pdf


 

Consult the group’s charter its work plan, and other relevant documents on its 
website and workspace. 

According to the section 2.1.2 of the WG Charter, regarding participants, experts 
and observers to the WG; to date, the GAC has not appointed representatives to 
participate in the Working Group. 

  

Further Information 

 
ICANN Meeting agendas 

ccNSO website 
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https://ccnso.icann.org/sites/default/files/file/field-file-attach/2017-05/charter-wg-retirement-cctlds-10apr17-en.pdf
https://ccnso.icann.org/sites/default/files/file/field-file-attach/2017-05/charter-wg-retirement-cctlds-10apr17-en.pdf
https://ccnso.icann.org/en/workinggroups/pdp-retirement.htm
https://ccnso.icann.org/en/workinggroups/pdp-retirement.htm
https://community.icann.org/display/ccnsowkspc/Policy+Development+Process+%28PDP%29+-+Retirement
https://community.icann.org/display/ccnsowkspc/Policy+Development+Process+%28PDP%29+-+Retirement
https://gac.icann.org/agendas/icann63-barcelona-agenda
https://ccnso.icann.org/en

